
The Act of Staying Alive 

The German war ideology in the World Wars applied the colonial way of thinking 
to the local, European, context, when the higher race turned out to be ‘one of us’. 
This shook, shifted and re-questioned the us-them polarization once again. It wasn’t 
anymore about the difference between white and black skin or white and yellow, 
but about the difference between white and whiter skin, when blue eyes and blond 
hair had an air of righteousness. How unforgivable for the ones who used to impose 
the force of the natural law onto cultures of remote lands, like the French, English, 
Dutch, for they knew well what does that imply for the ‘weaker ones’.

This turn in the historical terms seems to have brought the force of the fully colo-
nized New World into different light. On the background of the massacres executed 
by the military and opportunistic forces from the ‘old continent’ on what was to be 
called America five hundred years ago, in the light of the WWII America was striking 
a position of a one-voice ‘nation’ (Voice of America), presenting itself as the victim 
who resists the outlandish force, thus not only achieving internal consistency by 
defending own territories, but also gaining credibility to ‘liberate’ others. 

Once upon a time America was a territory of chance and promise; it managed 
to maintain and fulfil this prospect through centuries by performing a blinded and 
bloody ambition to sustain it. What further on became a place of civil war, a.k.a. 
economical, and some decades later drowning it in the economical crisis, from this 
distance America was created and managed to maintain the idea of itself as a place 
of economical growth and oblivion.

One of the successful ways of achieving oblivion is by disconnecting from the 
roots, both the native ‘American’ and European ancestry, thought in a different 
way African. Whereas European ancestry is revisited and refreshed occasionally 
and therefore communicated with and at the same time distanced from, the African 
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one seems to be revisited only internally, and through tradition, therefore distancing 
from the African heritage becomes a matter of generations that are physically remote. 
Things seem to delude further more world-wide since the racial differentiation no lon-
ger necessarily needs to point to the national distinction, as there are for example dark 
skinned British, French, Dutch… just as there are white skinned Africans… and all in 
between.

Therefore, what became identifiable as the ‘American nation’ can be widely acknowl-
edged with a tabula rasa state of readiness to pursue the family strife for a better life. 
This strife for a better life in reality comes about polarized, as either strife for a bare 
life or strife for making the riches richer. However, uttering the recipe, as a magical 
chant, seems to do the trick every time things end up rotten.

This is after all a logical and very human way of thinking. 

Back to the world wars, one gets to realize that the German ideology was a very 
articulated and advanced concept bearing direct lineage from the strife for economical 
domination. It operated on a basic mathematical operation of 2+3=5, or distributing 
knowledge by adding for example the economical interests and advanced social secu-
rity systems, and colonial experience of domination and exploitation, and very popular 
at the time Modernistic ideals that just took a different turn in Russia. The combina-
tion of the nationalistically coloured view of the past with a decent knowledge of his-
tory put into a perspective of bright future provided the contemporary imperialistic 
world elite with an update why to rock the world.

We shall never make the same mistake, I hear people say, we shall never have wars 
in Europe again. But then you open the newspapers and you read how many Ameri-
can soldiers have died in Iraq, how many soldiers from ‘peace troops’ have been sent 
from France, from England, from Germany. Europe is not in war, huh? Not on the 
territory of the European sub-continent, no, but some more conquering is going on 
in this very moment. Allowing looting museums in Iraq with signifiers of high culture 
from the time when Europe was a vast wilderness is an act of erasure of memory, an 
act that results in oblivion. Sounds bit familiar? So what’s next? Regardless who will 
embody which role, someone will do the liberation from someone, bringing the relief 
that the bad guys have been punished, although the good guys will not be able to re-
cuperate for the next generation and a half in a post-war hangover, gladly reaching the 
tabula rasa state of readiness to start building the family strife for a better life.

It is hard to see the rest of the world from here, from Europe. That is perhaps 
even more obvious because of the individual efforts to transcend the europocentrism. 
When shall we be able to free ourselves from ourselves?
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